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General Aviation Gate Code Change 
 

Effective July 1st, the existing gate codes for all general aviation 

gates at Prescott Regional Airport will be removed. 

 

The reason for these gate code changes has been multiple 

movement area incursions that have resulted in heavy scrutiny 

from the Federal Aviation Administration. 

 

Airfield “Movement Area” Incursion Avoidance 

 

Air Traffic Control Tower (ATCT) personnel have observed both aircraft and ground vehicles entering 

“movement areas” without proper authorization. Accordingly, please remember the following rules: 

 

• ATCT contact is required before an aircraft can access any movement area, during ATCT hours 

of operation. 

 

• When accessing the self-serve fuel tank or operating on/near the North Ramp and bottleneck 

areas, you must remain clear of all movement areas unless you have ATCT clearance, 

including Taxiway B-4 and Taxiway B. 

 

• Access to any movement areas by pedestrians or vehicles is prohibited without prior 

permission from Airport Management and the ATCT. Possession of an aviation radio does not 

give pedestrians or vehicle operators the right to access movement areas! 

 

Violating a movement area can result in up to a $2,500 fine by the city of Prescott and loss of rental 

priviliges at Leighnor Aircraft. 

 

If you are unsure of what constitutes a movement area, please ask Leighnor Aircraft staff or 

instructors. 

 

If you are an active pilot with Leighnor Aircraft, please request a new gate code by completing this 

form: https://www.leighnoraircraft.com/request-kprc-gate-code/ 

 

Welcome N402ER! 
 

N402ER, a 1997 Cessna 172R Skyhawk, joined the Leighnor 

Aircraft rental fleet Thursday evening June 25th.  

 

This aircraft is a steam gauge aircraft with a non-IFR GPS 

installed. She is fully IFR capable with older style avionics.  

 

The Cessna Skyhawk holds the title of the world’s most popular 

trainer and for many of our pilots, she is a welcome new arrival.  

 

Contact a flight instructor today for a checkout flight! 

  

https://www.leighnoraircraft.com/request-kprc-gate-code/


  

 

AeroNews 
July 2020 

2 

The Return of the Cardinal 
 

If you are thinking it has been forever since we 

have had the Cardinal on the flight line, you 

would be right. She went into an avionics 

upgrade on January 21st and she will come out of 

the shop before the 1st of July. Almost six 

months! 

 

We can blame the COVID-19 pandemic for part of 

the delay and California’s heavy-handed response 

to the virus for most of the rest of the delay. 

Parts availability and work that would have taken 

days went to weeks. 

 

The picture above highlights the features of the impressive new flight deck, which features dual 

Aspen Evolution ProMax 1000 PFD/MFDs, JPMI engine analyzer, S-TEC autopilot, Garmin GNS 530W 

as well as new Garmin secondary radio and transponder. Our Cardinal will be fully IFR capable. You 

can find the manuals for all these impressive new avionics on our website. 

 

In addition to the new flight deck, our Cardinal has a brand new 3-blade prop as well as new yokes 

which have PTT buttons for both pilots. 

 

Leighnor Aircraft Operational Changes Coming 
 

Due to requirements of the Prescott Airport, Leighnor Aircraft will have to make some operational 

changes to continue operating as a business at the airport under a licensing agreement with the 

airport and the city of Prescott. 

 

First and foremost, we must have a walk-up business space with parking and the appropriate 

facilities. We are looking at several options to meet this requirement, but ultimately as we had 

warned in earlier emails, the fully self-service model will be changing. We expect to have to staff this 

facility with employees soon. 

 

Flight instructors will also be transitioning to part-time employee status and this transition is for 

insurance reasons. Leighnor Aircraft will be carrying flight instructors under our insurance policy as 

the coverage already exists versus requiring instructors to do the same licensing and insurance we are 

already doing. The impact to customers will be all billing for flight instruction will then be through 

Leighnor Aircraft versus individual instructors as is being done presently. 

 

The city’s timeframe for trying to get Leighnor Aircraft licensed is somewhere in the 60-90-day 

ballpark. The biggest challenge will be the business space. 

 

The city also expects that within a year to 18-months, all airport access will be required to be 

individually badged. Ironically the COVID-19 pandemic is driving this change faster. Due to airline 

routes being slashed and social distancing in aircraft, larger aircraft are being used on EAS routes such 

as Prescott’s. Ironically, the TSA requirement does not address “filled” seats, the requirement is just 
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“number of seats”. Once a larger aircraft is used on our air routes, then Prescott will be required to 

meet a full TSA security perimeter requirement which would include badging. 

 

We will keep all our customers informed of these changes as we figure them out and implementation 

timelines evolve. 

 

Another Skycatcher! 
 

In conjunction with Hangar 3 Aviation of Cottonwood Arizona, 

another Cessna 162 Skycatcher will be joining the Leighnor 

Aircraft rental fleet. Please welcome N6077F! 

 

This aircraft has the dual Garmin G300 PFD/MFD installation as 

well as the intercom. We are anticipating the sale to close this 

coming week and the aircraft flown to Prescott the weekend 

after the 4th of July. 

 

She has a mid-time engine, just over 1000 hours so we have around 1000 hours’ worth of time left on 

the engine. N6077F is currently based at Long Beach Airport, California. 

 

Cottonwood Airport – Fully Utilize Both Locations! 
 

Many of our pilots use Cottonwood airport for practice. After all, 

the airport is uncontrolled, and the traffic usually is far less 

congested than Prescott airport is on most days. 

 

Many of you are not aware that Leighnor Aircraft has a 

Cottonwood hangar that is comparable in features that our 

Monarch A2 hangar has. 

 

At the threshold of runway 32 or 

the far end of runway 14, there 

is a gate to the Cottonwood 

airpark. All Leighnor Aircraft 

planes now have gate 

controllers for Cottonwood in 

the airplane. The controller looks like a garage door opener and will 

open the gate to the airpark and is clearly labeled “P52 GATE”.  

 

Our hangar is at the the far end of the complex, hangar #3 and there is a Leighnor Aircraft sign on the 

hangar door. 

 

To enter, there is a keypad that will open the hangar door. If you don’t have this code, please contact 

us and we will provide that code. You can also walk around to the front and there is a realtor lockbox 

identical to Monarch B2 with the same combination. This realtor box contains a key that will unlock 

the front door. 

 

You can’t beat the view at P52! 
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Inside, you will find comfortable seating, a restroom, water, and coffee. There are also white boards 

and a table to sit down and do pre or post flight briefings. 

 

We invite all our pilots to utilize this facility. Likewise, Cottonwood pilots are more than welcome to 

stop in at Monarch hangar A2 for flight planning, restroom, and an opportunity to stretch your legs. 

The codes for Cottonwood front door are the same codes used at Monarch. Note that if you leave the 

airport, you will have to have a gate code to get back in. 

 

Aircraft Operational Status 
 

• C-162 Skycatcher N7027F – her engine is in the engine shop for overhaul, we are hoping to 

have her back flying by the end of July. 

• A-22LS Foxbat N836AM – her annual is due very shortly; we will be attempting a fix on the 

intermittent RDAC errors on the engine instruments. If we cannot get a good fix, we are 

looking at replacing the MGL EFIS with Dynon or Garmin EFIS. 

• C-162 Skycatcher N60594 – is due for her 100-hour inspection in roughly 30 hours. 

 

COVID-19: Where do we go from here? 

 

February and March brought us news of this new 

virus – COVID-19. Some thought the virus was 

going to be a major problem while many others 

thought it was just another flu-type virus. 

 

The first two weeks in April saw a marked 

decline in number of flights. Both Riddle and 

North Aire ceased flight operations, panic buying 

decimated the supply chain, and state and local 

governments reacted in heavy-handed and 

questionably legal overreach. Leighnor Aircraft kept operating but only did non-dual instruction flights 

during this time. 

 

At this time, it was thought any surface contact could transmit the COVID-19 virus. Thus, daily 

cleanings and aircraft disinfecting became the new normal. 

 

Since those dark days of late March and early April, information on COVID-19 evolves almost daily. 

The surface contact threat is deemed far less than originally first thought but we still do daily 

disinfection of aircraft. 

 

What we expect is for pilots to follow the FARs and not fly if you are sick or unfit. We also expect 

everyone to follow the basic COVID-19 symptom screenings. Following these basic rules will do 

wonders and keep us all working and flying. 

 

Fortunately, after the first two weeks in April, flights have returned to a remarkably busy schedule. 

Leighnor Aircraft set records in May and as this article is being written, have broken that same record 

in June. 

 



  

 

AeroNews 
July 2020 

5 

But…COVID-19 is a virus and is more than likely the new normal. Much like the flu, we will have 

deaths and illness from this virus for years to come even with a potential future vaccine, unless 

COVID-19 dies out somewhat like what MERS and SARS have done. Vigilance around our health is 

always required as COVID-19 is not the first virus nor will COVID-19 be the last virus we see. 

 

Fuel Aircraft Responsibly 
 

Leighnor Aircraft started operations with light sport 

aircraft, specifically the Cessna 162 Skycatcher. As all 

who have flown or trained in this aircraft know, her 

useful load requires careful fuel management most 

of the time. Our long-standing request is that we 

leave aircraft no more than half full of fuel.  

 

Leighnor Aircraft has now moved beyond just flying 

the Cessna 162s as we now have Aeroprakt A-22s, a 

Cessna 172, a Cessna 177, and a Cessna 182. 

 

However, the same rules still apply. All the other aircraft except for the Cessna 182 will be sensitive to 

gross weight and density altitude, particularly if more than two people are flying in the airplane. 

 

So, we still want to have aircraft tanks at half-full or less. It is easy to add fuel to an aircraft. Defueling 

an aircraft is a far more complicated and time-consuming procedure and usually requires a visit from 

our mechanics to get done. 

 

The other reason to not leave tanks full is we are moving into the hot part of our year. Temperatures 

inside of a closed hangar can get warm and if an aircraft has been fully fueled and put back in a warm 

hangar, bad things can happen. 

 

We had an incident with our 182 where the tanks were topped with the best of intentions and a later 

flight got cancelled. The 182 has bladders in the wing tanks, which makes the fuel tank much like a big 

balloon. Hot fuel expands and the tanks pressurized, forcing fuel to leak out of vents and other 

locations. When we got to the airport and opened the tank filler lid, fuel came out of the tank like a 

geyser for about 3”. Had this plane sat all night, significant fuel could have leaked out and a severe 

fire hazard exist. 

 

So half-tanks please! 

 

Investors Wanted 
 

Are you interested or know someone 

that might have an interest in 

investing in General Aviation? If so, 

Leighnor Aircraft has an opportunity 

for you! Most of our pilots that fly out 

of our Prescott location know that the 

Monarch hangar complex has been for 
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sale since Leighnor Aircraft started business in 2017. And that at least a couple of sales have fallen 

through since that time. Given the change of operations that is being pushed on us by the Prescott 

airport and city, we have looked at the possibility of purchasing the Monarch complex and developing 

the area further.  

 

We attempted to put together a group of investors in the earlier part of this year and we just did not 

quite have enough resources within the original group to get it done. The purchase price of the 

complex is going to be in the $2.5M price range, plus another $500K or so for the undeveloped other 

side. We also figure it will take another $2M to build out the other side of the complex.  We were 

looking at SBA funding and you need roughly 20% upfront for an SBA loan. So, on an overall project 

cost of $5M dollars, roughly $1M is needed in capital. 

 

Our vision of the complex is to turn Monarch into a mecca for general aviation. We were looking at 

office space for Leighnor Aircraft with the appropriate street access to satisfy the airport and city 

requirements. In addition, we planned hangars, a large shop hangar, some ramp space, and we hoped 

to get approval for self-service fuel tanks offering aircraft fuel at far more competitive prices. If the 

city would not approve us for fuel sales to the public, an alternate thought was a “fuel club” for all 

tenants of the hangar complex. 

 

We all have contacts and many times we do not realize the resources we can marshal if we just ask. If 

anyone is interested in learning more, please have them contact Lance Leighnor at 

lance@leighnoraircraft.com or on our company phone number at 928-499-3080. 

 

Thank You! 
 

After the first week in April, we were sincerely wondering how much longer we were going to be able 

to stay in business. Due to a strong first quarter, the COVID-19 financial crisis was not immediate but 

if business continued as the first week in April did, it was simply a matter of time before some 

unpleasant decisions would have to be made. 

 

What a difference a couple of weeks makes! After those dark two weeks in April, there has been a 

total turnaround. 

 

Our vision and passion all along was to make a positive difference in general aviation and with all the 

support we have received, Debbie and I truly believe that we are making a small yet positive 

difference. We have had the pleasure of meeting amazing and interesting people on this journey and 

we are humbled and grateful for your continued patronage and support. When we started this 

company in 2017 with one aircraft, little did we know in 2020 that we would be running seven and 

soon to be eight aircraft in two different locations.  

 

We hope to expand this dream even further. With the purchase and development of the Monarch 

location and some potential other future developments, the sky is really the limit. 

 

Lance & Debbie Leighnor 

Owners, Leighnor Aircraft 

 

mailto:lance@leighnoraircraft.com

