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Putting Oil in Aircraft 
 

We have had several “interesting” incidents around aircraft oil with 

our aircraft in the past few months.  

 

First, there is not one aircraft in the rental fleet that will be hurt by 

running half a quart low on oil. Only put oil in an aircraft when the 

dipstick reads a full quart low. 

 

The reason for this guideline is that putting half a quart of oil in the airplane leaves half a quart of oil 

in the hangar, which can lead to oil contamination, possible engine damage and oil being put in the 

wrong aircraft. 

 

An example of this problem was the incident with N60594. This aircraft in the summer runs a 100W 

oil to help with heat control. Someone inadvertently put some of the Rotax oil in N60594. What no 

one expected and was rather shocked to see is that the Rotax oil and the 100W oil did not mix well 

and caused oil pressure problems. This incident ultimately led to N60594’s oil having to be changed 

twice to flush out the contamination. 

 

N836AM A22LS “The Pumpkin” Update 
 

For those of you unaware, we have had significant problems with 

the iEFIS system from MGL in N836AM – aka “The Pumpkin”. 

From goofy readings to not being able to get support from MGL 

to attempt to fix the problems, we have decided enough was 

enough and we are totally replacing the EFIS system with the 

latest Dynon HDX SkyView system. 

 

For Big Bird pilots, this is the next generation of the Dynon 

system found in Big Bird. 

 

A picture of the latest HDX system from Dynon is to 

the left. We have had no operational difficulties with 

the Dynon system, and we are extremely optimistic 

that this system will completely cure the EFIS issues 

that were encountered with the Pumpkin.  

 

In addition to the new EFIS interface, there will be 

new radio headers and the radio will be integrated 

into the Dynon system.  

 

One further enhancement is lighting. We are aware 

that the interior lighting is non-existent at night, thus 2 red LEDs will be mounted to shine down on 

the switches and the sides of the instrument panel. If the LEDs work well, Big Bird will get a set. 

 

We are also aware that the landing light is rather anemic, so we have newer brighter landing lights 

that will be going in both aircraft.  Our expectation is Pumpkin will be back in early September.  
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Technically Advanced Aircraft (TAA) 
 

Regulation changes at the FAA have changed the 

Complex Aircraft requirement in the Commercial 

Pilot Certificate to allow the use of a TAA aircraft 

instead. 

 

A TAA aircraft must have: 

 

1. An electronic Primary Flight Display (PFD) 

that includes, at a minimum, an airspeed 

indicator, turn coordinator, attitude indicator, 

heading indicator, altimeter, and vertical speed 

indicator. 

 

2. An electronic Multifunction Display (MFD) that includes, at a minimum, a moving map using 

Global Positioning System (GPS) navigation with the aircraft position displayed. 

 

3. A two-axis autopilot integrated with the navigation and heading guidance system. 

 

4. The display elements described in paragraphs above in this section must be continuously 

visible. This requirement does not mean separate physical screens. 

 

So how does this rule change help Leighnor Aircraft pilots? Our Foxbat (N836AM) after refit meets all 

the above TAA requirements. You no longer need to fly 10 hours in a high cost complex aircraft, 

instead you can fly 10 hours in one of the most affordable aircraft on the Prescott airport. 

 

Leighnor Aircraft Operational Changes Update 
 

As of this writing, we have heard nothing further from the city regarding the licensing requirements. 

We are presuming that the COVID-19 pandemic has likely slowed the license process way down. 

 

We are continuing to work towards getting flight instructors set up as employees. As of right now, our 

expectation is that the flight instructors will transition to part-time employment status on October 1st  

2020. 

 

Aircraft Operational Status 
 

• C-162 Skycatcher N7027F – her engine is in the engine shop for overhaul – due any time. 

• A-22LS Foxbat N836AM – is in the process of a total avionics overhaul. She will have a state of 

the art Dynon HDX SkyView system, enhanced lighting, and some nifty cockpit management 

features. We should have her back in service by early September. 

• C-177 Cardinal N34985 – is due for her annual at the end of August. 

• C-172 Skyhawk N402ER – is having a new starter installed. RTS by 9/2/2020. 

• C-162 Skycatcher N6077F – due for a 50-hour oil change and Garmin issue may be fixed. 

• C-182 Skylane N92428 – due for a 50-hour oil change. 
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Hangar Door Operation – Note for Hangar B2 Monarch 
One thing all pilots need to be aware of is that slack 

must be kept in our hangar door cables, particularly in 

hangar B2 where the 182 is currently located.  

 

When you lower the door, make sure to leave slack in 

the cables. Otherwise the entrance doorframe will be 

slightly deformed and opening the entrance door will 

be very difficult. Hangars A2 and A3 have auto-stops 

on them, hangar B2 does not. You also have to be 

careful about not going too far as the cable on the lift 

can completely unspool and start wrapping 

backwards. 

 

The Last Word 
 

One hallmark of our business since starting day one back in 2017 was to continually improve our 

business and our offers to our customers. 2019 saw Leighnor Aircraft radically expand our capabilities 

and airfleet and we have continued that trend into 2020, even with the pandemic. 

 

We are not standing still. Before the pandemic, talks were in the works with at least one and possibly 

two additional locations. This list has grown to three and the talks are still there. COVID-19 slowed 

many things down, but we are still planning on what comes next to help expand the presence of 

general aviation in Arizona. 

 

Cottonwood flight activity has literally exploded. We have multiple Private Pilot Certificates in 

progress with more starting every day. Big Bird in Cottonwood flew nearly 70 hours last month and 

yes, talks are in the works to get a second aircraft in Cottonwood sooner rather than later. 

 

Airfleet expansion is also likely to happen soon. There are several possible aircraft that may be joining 

our fleet in the near future. Watch our Facebook page for live updates on business changes. 

 

Thank you for your continued support! Without our family of pilots, none of this is possible. 

 

Lance & Debbie Leighnor 

Owners, Leighnor Aircraft 

 


