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Schedule, Cancellations and Fuel 
 

In the month of September, the aircraft flight schedule has been 

extremely active and shows no sign of slowing down. Because of the busy 

month we would like to address some of the issues that have come up. 

 

First, everyone we talk to says they love the self-service. One problem we 

have is checking out airplanes is not always done. We need everyone to 

make sure that the plane is checked out before leaving. This helps us to 

know that the plane is truly out, and it helps you to know that you are 

taking the correct plane. We had a pilot come to the airport to fly early in 

the morning and the plane was gone. The plane was not checked out and we had no idea when it left 

or who had it. We were able to put the pilot in another plane and resolve the issue. We know that 

there are lots of pilots who check out several of our planes we just want to ensure that the right plane 

is there for the pilot who rented it. If you are having trouble checking out the plane, you can text us or 

call us and we can do it for you. 

 

Second, we had several flights scheduled and not cancelled. We have no problem with pilots 

cancelling flights, but we would ask that when you do decide not to fly, remove the flight from Flight 

Schedule Pro as soon as possible. This allows another pilot to schedule the aircraft. This is particularly 

true in a prime time such as morning hours. We have never charged the cancellation fees in the past 

and do not really want to be charging these fees in the future. Please help us out by promptly 

cancelling your flight as soon as you know you are not going. Bear in mind that weather, aircraft 

availability, student no-show, and personal emergencies will always be exempt from any kind of 

cancellation charge. You can contact us by phone, text, or email if you are having trouble with the 

website. 

 

And finally, there have been several instances when an airplane has been topped off with fuel. This 

can be dangerous because the Arizona heat may cause the plane to leak fuel in the hanger when no 

one is there. It also means that someone may have to siphon the extra fuel out of the plane.  We are 

happy the plane has fuel in it, but we want to remind everyone to only fill a plane half full of fuel. 
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N836AM A22LS “The Pumpkin” is back! 
 

After a lengthy avionics upgrade, “The Pumpkin” N836AM is back 

on the flight line with an entirely new instrument panel. 

 

For Big Bird pilots, this is the next generation of the Dynon 

SkyView HDX system found in “Big Bird” – N270L in Cottonwood. 

One noticeable difference in the next generation Dynon is the 

screen resolution is much higher. 

 

The picture to the left is a shot of N836AM’s panel after 

the upgrade.  

 

The new panel features the radio and intercom control 

units mounted right under the EFIS with the trim 

indicator between the radio and intercom so both pilots 

can easily see the trim. 

 

As part of this upgrade, the radio controls are fully 

integrated into the EFIS system and can be set through 

the radio head or on-screen through the EFIS. 

 

The autopilot was updated and will be working shortly as we are waiting on a cable to integrate the 

autopilot function.  We also have a push-button A/P disconnect and transponder IDENT right on the 

control panel. 

 

The charge light was removed from the control panel as this indicator shows in the EFIS system.  

 

Switches are slightly different as you must turn on the avionics to start the Dynon.  We are adding a 

separate radio switch shortly. There is also a panel lights switch which will turn on two red LEDs that 

will illuminate the panel pretty good at night. 

 

The landing light was replaced with a 4-LED bulb that is brighter than a jarful of fireflies as the old 

landing light was rather accurately described. A test night flight was done, and these lights are a 

tremendous improvement in usability. Night operations are possible now. 

Leighnor Aircraft Operational Changes Update 
 

As of this writing, we have still heard nothing further from the city regarding the licensing 

requirements. We are presuming that the COVID-19 pandemic has likely slowed the license process 

way down. 

 

Due to issues with Workman’s Compensation insurance, we are not likely to transition flight 

instructors to employees on 10/1. We will keep everyone advised of operational changes as they 

happen. What is far more likely to happen is flight instructors move to a 1099 status with Leighnor 

Aircraft and all charges for flight instruction will be transitioned to Flight Schedule Pro. Keep an eye 

on your email box for updates on these changes. 
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Aircraft Operational Status 
 

• C-162 Skycatcher N7027F – her engine is in the engine shop for overhaul – due any time. 

• C-177 Cardinal N34985 – is in annual and should be out by this weekend. 

• C-162 Skycatcher N6077F – is in for a 100-hour inspection, continuing to chase the Garmin 

red X issue. 

• C-182 Skylane N92428 – due for a 100-hour inspection starting Monday 10/5. 

Hangar Door Operation – Note for Cottonwood Hangar 
Our hangar at Cottonwood has a center-pin and side 

latches that are acuated by a cable system as the door 

raises and lowers. 

 

This cable was frayed and failed over this past 

weekend. As a result, the hangar door does not tightly 

close and the door may not stop or hit the stop switch 

when down. Until this cable is repaired, which we 

expect in the very near future, close the door as much 

as you can. We expect this situation to be resolved 

within the next week or two. 

 

The Last Word 
 

As we mentioned last month, Leighnor Aircraft is in talks to expand to an additional location. On 

September 30th, we went down to Buckeye in the valley to discuss with airport staff the possibility of 

opening a satelitte location in Buckeye. These conversations started at the Copperstate Fly-in in the 

early spring and continued off and on throughout the summer. This meeting marked the next step. 

 

Buckeye seems to be a good opportunity for expansion. There are no rental operations on the field 

and airport staff report constant inquires about flight instruction and aircraft rental. Buckeye is also 

outside the class Bravo airspace, so communication with Phoenix traffic control is not required. Plus 

Buckeye is one of the faster growing communities that make up the west valley. Lastly we would have 

prime exposure during the Copperstate Fly-in which was a wonderful fly-in earlier this year. 

 

Flight activity this month shattered previous month’s records and the schedule shows no sign of 

slowing down. We are doing our best to meet this demand and keep our airplanes appropriately 

maintained. 

 

We appreciate your business and are always looking for suggestions to improve what we do. 

 

Lance & Debbie Leighnor 

Owners, Leighnor Aircraft 

 


