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Year-end 2020 Flight Activity Recap 
 

We think everyone could agree that 

if we just stated “2020 was a crazy 

year” and stopped right there, we 

would have 100% agreement. From 

the pandemic, to the economic 

lockdowns to the election – it has 

been CRAZY! 

 

Likewise, Leighnor Aircraft had an 

incredibly crazy good year, in the 

height of a pandemic no less. And if 

you all thought 2020 was crazy, the 

ride in 2021 is going off the rail’s 

crazy for Leighnor Aircraft. We have 

been talking about big changes for some time – well, those changes are here now, and they will 

happen fast in early 2021. 

 

Let us review 2020 flight hours with the chart above which is current through 11/30/2020. The chart 

shows that flight hours increased at a very rapid pace the entire summer culminating with record 

flight hours in October. With the advent of some adverse weather and the Thanksgiving holiday, 

November was not quite as good hours-wise but remarkably close. With Christmas and the holidays, 

obviously the end of December is down a bit as well. 

 

For our Verde Valley pilots, activity out of the Cottonwood airport has tripled. We have moved a 162 

over to Cottonwood to serve as a second primary trainer and rental aircraft.  

 

Buckeye – Leighnor Aircraft Location #3 
 

The partnership between Leighnor Aircraft and Buckeye A&P 

Services was awarded the hangar lease for a quad hangar at 

Buckeye Municipal Airport at the City Council meeting on 

12/16. We are working to get the location operational and 

open sometime in the first part of January 2021. We expect at 

least one of the 162s to relocate to the quad hangar in Buckeye 

to serve as the first rental aircraft available at Buckeye Municipal Airport in quite some time. 

 

We were hoping to have a large grand opening in conjunction with the Copperstate Fly-in, but that 

event has been cancelled in 2021 due to the pandemic. As soon as it is safe and reasonable, both the 

city and Leighnor Aircraft are planning a large grand opening. 

 

Given the demographic growth of the west valley and the fact that Leighnor Aircraft is one of the 

most competitively priced rental companies in the valley, we are expecting and planning for 

significant growth quickly at this location. We already have several flight instructors in the valley 

willing to work with us to help staff this location and our partnership with Michael Gardner of 

Buckeye A&P Services gives us a mechanic on-site to keep the airplanes running at this location. 
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Like Cottonwood, we plan to make this location accessible to all Leighnor Aircraft pilots, so Buckeye 

can be another leg for flight training with a built-in base of operations.  

 

KBXK airport itself sits outside the Phoenix class Bravo airspace and the airport is uncontrolled. So, 

flight operations can be done very easily without large amounts of congestion at this airport – for 

now! 

 

Even better, airport management and staff have been extremely supportive of our efforts and we 

have a partner in the city to help grow this location. Buckeye the community is one of the fastest 

growing communities in the valley, so we are expecting a large potential market. 

 

Monarch Hangars – SOLD! 
 

Or nearly so as of this writing. As many of you know, Leighnor Aircraft 

was working this past year to put together a coalition to purchase the 

Monarch hangar complex. That effort unfortunately failed to reach the 

SBA threshold needed to finance a roughly $5M dollar project. The 

existing hangars themselves are valued at approximately $3M and the 

city will absolutely require the development of phase II, which is the 

vacant lot between Monarch and our friends up the street. Thus a $5M project all-in at a minimum. 

 

Several sources have told us “but not officially” who is purchasing Monarch. We seriously doubt that 

“he who must not be named” will be the legal entity owning Monarch, but the Monarch complex will 

effectively be under their control.  No one at Leighnor Aircraft sees this sale as a good thing for us. 

 

We were called into a meeting with Airport Admin about a month ago and told in no uncertain terms 

that there would be no commercial activity permitted at Monarch soon. The new owner, “he who 

must not be named” would not make the improvements required by the city to make the complex 

comply with commercial requirements and the unique lease that existed that allowed our commercial 

activities would be gone. So, Leighnor Aircraft really had to make some moves fast… 

 

Welcome to Leighnor Aircraft’s New Home! 

 
6418 MacCurdy Drive, the former home of 

Eviation at the corner of MacCurdy Dr and Janine 

Dr. The sublease has been approved by Prescott 

City legal and approved by Airport Director Robin 

Sobata. Leighnor Aircraft picked up the keys on 

12/23 and move-in operations will start just after 

the Christmas holiday. 

 

There are two large classrooms, a dispatch desk, 

a nice breakroom area and a big simulator area. 

(Hint…Hint) We will be posting pictures of the 

building on our Facebook page very shortly. 
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And that is not all the moves – the new Leighnor Aircraft Flight Campus! 
 

Note this picture is out of date, the taxiway in front of the Charlie hangars extends to the ramp now 

and the top two rows of hangars were demolished for the new terminal building. 

 

The two D hangars are nearly the 

size of our existing A2 hangar 

and are large T-hangars. These 

hangars will become aircraft 

parking and maintenance 

operations. There is also a large 

storage area on the side of the 

D-hangars, and we have that 

storage area as well. 

 

Hangars C1 and C7 will simply 

house aircraft, they are aircraft 

T-hangars. We will possibly pick 

up another C-hangar or two in 

that row as time goes by. 

 

We also have 9 tie-down spots 

on the ramp that are ours. This 

gives us some much-needed 

ramp space during a busy day of 

flight operations. 

 

We expect this campus space to 

be operational by the beginning 

of February 2021. 

 

 

 

A Big THANK YOU to Robin and Kristi! 
 

As you can imagine, a move and deal of this size with a lot of city processes that must be followed 

takes a lot of time and effort. Airport Director Robin Sobata and Airport Management Analyst Kristi 

Miller worked through these processes in a period of less than a month and presented us with a 

transition plan that was extremely fair and workable for all parties involved in this transaction. This 

move gives Leighnor Aircraft a secure base of operations for many years to come. 

 

We are expecting final lease approval on January 12th at the Prescott City Council meeting.  
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And while we are thanking people – John & Cathy Stonecipher @ Guidance 
 

When we were told we had to move, both John and Cathy stepped up and told us they would find us 

a place on the airport if we needed the required “office space” per the minimum commercial 

standards. In this process, they became friends as well. When the Monarch hangars were essentially 

being sold out from under us and our operations under threat of being locked out of the airport, it 

was John and Cathy that provided the key to this deal as Guidance Helicopters owned the leasehold 

on the MacCurdy building. They offered us a very fair deal on the leasehold improvements and 

worked tirelessly to help make this deal happen fast. And on 12/23, we got the keys to our new flight 

campus. 

 

THANK YOU JOHN AND CATHY STONECIPHER!!!!!! 

 

Additional Changes 
 

To staff the building appropriately, Leighnor Aircraft will be hiring employees in early 2021. We have 

identified two good candidates to help us staff the office and we anticipate a start date sometime in 

the first few months of 2021. The building itself will have defined business hours and we are planning 

on still allowing 24x7x365 access to the aircraft. A key box, either the box currently in hangar A2 or 

something like it will be either in the back hallway of the MacCurdy building or one of the hangars.  

 

Hangars D1 and D3 will be our maintenance hangars and work will have to be done to fire block the 

hangar walls, per city fire code for aircraft maintenance work.  

 

The city has also started construction on the new airport perimeter security, which ultimately means 

either escorted or badged access by springtime 2021.  

 

Leighnor Aircraft will also be officially licensed and recognized by the city of Prescott as part of this 

move into our new facility. 

 

Leighnor Aircraft has a new 800-number that is operational now. That number is 844-LUV-2FLY or 

844-588-2359. This new number will feature prominently in new signage and advertising as we launch 

the new office, flight campus and Buckeye location.  Our existing 928-499-3080 number still works 

too. 

 

Instructors will now have a nice facility to conduct pre- or post-flight briefings in. The coffee service 

and refrigerator will move to the office and pilots will have a nice breakroom facility. We are 

expecting the office facility to also have wireless Internet access and there will be a public access 

point for our guests and customers.  

 

Access to the flight campus is through four airport gates. There is a drive and walk-thru gate right by 

the D hangars as well as parking. We have parking on three sides of the MacCurdy building with a 

drive and walk-thru gate right across the street to access our flight line.  
 

There will no doubt be more changes in 2021. Leighnor Aircraft has some big plans for future growth, 

future opportunities and what we are announcing in this newsletter is just the starting point. We are 

committed to a long-term presence in Prescott, Cottonwood and now Buckeye.   
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EAA Young Eagles 
 

For those that follow our Facebook page, you may have seen Leighnor 

Aircraft is heavily involved in sponsoring and flying EAA Young Eagles. This 

is a program that provides flights for young people interested in aviation. 

EAA Chapter 658, the Prescott Golden Falcons, in recent years has not 

had a highly active Young Eagles operation. 

 

That changes now. In the waning months of 2020, Leighnor Aircraft in 

conjunction with EAA Chapter 658 has provided Young Eagle flights for 20 

young men and women of our community and those flights are just a 

start. 

 

With our new flight campus and a great partner in Legend Aviation, our 

expectation is that these flights will triple or more in the coming year.  We are also working on getting 

an EAA Ray Scholarship ($10,000 in flight training) for a young man or woman in our community. In 

addition, we are actively partnering with the Cottonwood EAA Chapter 952 to fly their Young Eagles 

as well.  

 

For those that did not know, EAA Chapter 952 in Cottonwood was awarded a $10,000 Ray Scholarship 

last year and one of our students in Cottonwood, Wylie Howe was the recipient. He is nearing his 

Private Pilot check ride as of this writing. 

 

We will also be exploring a similar partnership with the Buckeye chapter of the EAA. 

 

N6282D Update 
 

We are expecting our 172N model N6282D to rejoin 

the air fleet as the new year begins. She has been 

undergoing a total avionics overhaul over in 

Cottonwood at the hands of avionics maestro Vern 

Reed. 

 

The work that has been done - Garmin GMA345 audio 

panel, Avidyne IFD440 GPS/Navcom, Garmin GTR225 

com2, Lynx L-3 transponder, Garmin GI106B VOR 

head, 4-place intercom, new Yokes with PTT and an EI 

CGR30 engine management system.  

 

LED strobes have also been added to the aircraft along with a Hobbs meter. 

 

This aircraft will require a cockpit checkout as there are two major differences in this airplane from 

our 172R model. The first difference is this aircraft is 160HP and normally aspirated and the start 

procedures are significantly different. Second, this aircraft is old enough that she has the older style 

40-degree flap extension, which will really slow this airplane down and allow very steep approach 

angles. Pilots will need to be aware that when you put down full flaps in this airplane, she will slow 

down fast! Pilots are welcome to do a flight checkout as well.  
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Aircraft Operational Status 
 

• C-162 Skycatcher N7027F – returned to service with a new engine. 

• C-162 Skycatcher N60594 – is in extended service outage for an engine overhaul. 

• C-162 Skycatcher N6077F – has a new ADHARS unit and software reload, we believe the red X 

issue has been resolved. 

• C-162 Skycatcher N162BS – has a new ADHARS unit and we believe the red X issue has been 

resolved. 

• C-162 Skycatcher N60020 – will be joining the air fleet in January 2021. 

• C-172 Skyhawk N6282D – will be joining the air fleet in Prescott in January 2021. 

 

Cold Weather Start Operations 
 

Starting an airplane in cold weather is difficult. Oil is 

very stiff and a battery, if weak at all, may not suffice 

to get the aircraft started. 

 

A tip from our mechanics – before starting, make sure 

mags are off. In fact, it would probably be a good idea 

to place the key on the top of the panel. Mixture full 

rich. Then manually turn the propeller through several 

times to break stiff oil in the engine and to get some 

fuel into the cylinders.  Then start using a normal cold start procedure for the specific aircraft. 

 

Two of our aircraft, the 177 and 182 have block heaters. We are going to start using those heaters to 

keep the engine oil warm. For the other aircraft, we are looking to get those heaters installed which 

will make cold weather operations that much easier. 

 

The Last Word 
 

We apologize for missing a couple of months of the newsletter. There were so 

many moving parts with all the changes going on that we really were 

constrained on what we could say and not say until many discussions and 

decisions were finalized. 

 

There are a lot of changes covered in this newsletter, but more exciting changes are definitely in the 

works and these changes will continually make Leighnor Aircraft a better place to rent aircraft.  

 

We appreciate your business and are always looking for suggestions to improve what we do. 

 

We would both like to wish all our customers and friends a very Merry Christmas and Happy New 

Year! 

 

Lance & Debbie Leighnor 

Owners, Leighnor Aircraft 

 


