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The Return of AeroNews 
 

As we start a new year in 2022, Leighnor Aircraft has grown by an almost 

exponential amount in the past year and a half. There’s been a lot of 

changes and news since our last publication and we’re not going to 

recap everything that’s happened since summer of 2020, which was the 

last newsletter written.  

 

What we are going to do is to publish this newsletter on a routine monthly basis on the 15th of each 

month going forward. 

 

AeroNews will be emailed to all registered Flight Schedule Pro accounts, published to our Facebook 

page and our website. 

 

Leighnor Aircraft does have two social media accounts – leighnorair on Facebook and 

leighnoraircraftllc on Instagram. We encourage everyone to follow us on both these platforms as 

many pilot accomplishments and breaking news stories are shared to those media platforms first and 

in near real-time.  

 

Welcome N821ST – Brand-new 2021 Cessna 172S Skyhawk! 
 

N821ST, a 2021 Cessna 172S Skyhawk, joined the 

Leighnor Aircraft rental fleet just in the past week.  

 

N821ST is a brand-new Cessna Skyhawk, straight from 

the Textron factory in Kansas with the latest Garmin 

G1000 NXi avionics installed.  This aircraft will be ideal 

for students training for their instrument rating. 

 

Pilots and instructors that have time in an identical 

model of the Cessna 172S with the Garmin G1000 NXi 

and ESP system can get a checkout just by verifying 

this information with an instructor.  

 

An important feature on this aircraft is the Electronic Stability and Protection system – ESP. This is an 

autopilot system that can take control of the aircraft in an unusual attitude. All pilots must 

understand this system and more importantly, how to override the system if necessary. 

 

If a pilot or instructor is not familiar with the aircraft’s systems – Garmin G1000NXi and/or the ESP 

system, then a cockpit checkout can be done, and no flight required if there is an existing 172 

checkout. If a pilot is new to the 172, then obviously a flight checkout will be required. 

 

Contact a flight instructor today for a checkout flight! 

 

  



  

 

AeroNews 
January 2022 

2 

Welcome N001RB – Redbird FMX Full Motion Flight Simulator! 
 

We have an incredible new tool for our flight 

students – the full motion Redbird FMX flight 

simulator.  

 

This simulator has +/- 30 degrees of yaw motion, 

+/- 20 degrees of roll motion and +/- 25 degrees 

of pitch motion allowing the FMX to realistically 

simulate flight conditions. 

 

The simulator also has a force-feedback yoke 

system, which means the pilot gets a more 

realistic control feel when flying this simulator. 

 

This simulator allows a variety of flight simulations that can save money and time versus a real 

aircraft. For instrument students, you can quickly reposition back to an initial approach fix and repeat 

approaches quickly without having to take the time to fly the missed approach procedure and climb 

back up to the initial approach fix altitude requirements. For primary students, aircraft familiarization 

and maneuvers can be done easily in this simulator as well as in-flight emergency situations that you 

cannot or should not do in a real aircraft. 

 

Contact a flight instructor for Redbird training and checkouts today! 

 

Coming Very Soon – N4310W – Multi-Engine Training 
 

Leighnor Aircraft will in the very near future be able to offer 

multi-engine training in a very nice Beechcraft B55 Baron.  We 

also expect to be able to rent this aircraft to appropriately 

qualified pilots that meet the minimum requirements.  

 

We expect to be able to offer multi-engine training starting near 

the end of the month of January. We are getting some minor 

maintenance items done on the aircraft and instructors trained 

and then we’ll be able to start training in this amazing aircraft.  

 

Flight instructor Brad Hayman will be leading our multi-engine training program. He’s a long-time 

multi-engine pilot who owns a Cessna 310 and Beechcraft Duke and flies both aircraft routinely, so 

he’s well versed in multi-engine aircraft operations.  

 

The pilot and instructor requirements are as follows: 

 

• 250 hours total time 

• Instrument rating 

• 50 hours multi-engine time AND 25 hours in type … OR 

• 10-hour checkout with specific number of landings in the Baron 
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Cottonwood Airport – Fully Utilize Both Locations! 
 

Many of our pilots use Cottonwood airport for practice. After all, 

the airport is uncontrolled, and the traffic usually is far less 

congested than Prescott airport is on most days. 

 

Many of you may not be aware that Leighnor Aircraft has a 

Cottonwood hangar that is comparable in features to our 

Prescott location. 

 

At the threshold of runway 32 or 

the far end of runway 14, there 

is a gate to the Cottonwood 

airpark. All Leighnor Aircraft 

planes now have gate 

controllers for Cottonwood in 

the airplane. The controller looks like a garage door opener and will 

open the gate to the airpark and is clearly labeled “P52 GATE”.  

 

Our hangar is at the the far end of the complex, hangar #3 and there is a Leighnor Aircraft sign on the 

hangar door. 

 

To enter, there is a keypad that will open the hangar door. If you don’t have this code, please contact 

us and we will provide that code. You can also walk around to the front and there is a realtor lockbox 

with the same combination used in Presccot. This realtor box contains a key that will unlock the front 

door. 

 

Inside, you will find comfortable seating, a restroom, water, and coffee. There are also white boards 

and a table to sit down and do pre or post flight briefings. 

 

We invite all our pilots to utilize this facility. Likewise, Cottonwood pilots are more than welcome to 

stop in at our Prescott facility and take advantage of our pilot’s lounge and classrooms. 

 

Aircraft Operational Notes 
 

• C-162 Skycatcher N162BS – has been grounded due to extensive red-X problems in the G300 

system. We are ordering a swap unit from Garmin and expect her operational in February. 

• A-22LS Foxbat N270L – will hopefully return to service by February. She had to have a stator 

replacement (generator) and supply chain issues have made this maintenance event drag out 

far longer than anyone has wanted. 

 

  

You can’t beat the view at P52! 
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Leighnor Aircraft Amazon Shop 
 

On our website we have created an Amazon shop. This page is a listing of currated products that 

should be of interest to many pilots. Purchasing from this link on our page does not cost the buyer 

any more money, but it does benefit Leighnor Aircraft.   

 

Check it out here: https://www.leighnoraircraft.com/amazon-shop/  

 

What’s New on the Website 
 

Leighnor Aircraft has added a “What’s New” feature on our website home page. Clicking the “What’s 

New” link at the right of the page title as shown below: 

 

 
 

This link will display a flyout layer on the right side of the browser that will highlight new features and 

changes in our website.  

 

 
 

https://www.leighnoraircraft.com/amazon-shop/
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Aviation Classes 
 

Leighnor Aircraft is offering aviation classes now. We’ve offered several Private Pilot ground school 

classes, Instrument ground class, multi-engine class and will be getting ready to start a new Private 

Pilot ground school at the end of January. Information will be posted on the events calendar on the 

website. You can sign-up and pay on the shop menu on the website. 

 

A New Year and Reflections from the Past 
 

As January 2022 starts, we have to reflect back to late 2019. We had just acquired our third aircraft, 

the A22LS Foxbat N836AM aka “Pumpkin”. We were a self-service operation operating out of 

Monarch and quite frankly, concerned about how long we’d be able to stay in that hangar complex.  

 

We were looking to add larger and more capable aircraft, but had no idea at the time how or if we’d 

be able to make that happen. 

 

Fast-forward to January 2022… 

 

Leighnor Aircraft as of this writing, has a total airfleet size of fifteen aircraft and one flight simulator. 

We have a nice long-term home at the Prescott airport in a prime location with hangars and our own 

ramp space as well as a satelite operation in Cottonwood. 

 

We have also submitted paperwork for both FAA certification in Part 135 Air Charter Operations and 

Part 141 Flight School Accrediation.  

 

In December of 2021, we had a string of firsts… 

 

1. We have a brand-new 2021 C172S with the latest avionics in her. 

2. We set up and got operational a Redbird FMX Filght Simulator. 

3. We have a very nice B55 Baron to do multi-engine training in that’s working up. 

 

This level of change in such a short period of time is absolutely mind-boggling. We are very grateful 

for the trust that all of our family of renter pilots has placed in us and look forward to the challenges 

we face in 2022.  

 

We also could not have expanded so quickly without the many leaseback aircraft owners who saw 

what we were doing and placed their trust in us to manage their aircraft. 

 

The sky really is the limit now as we continue to evolve our programs and offerings. We continually 

strive to make Leighnor Aircraft a better and stronger organization, each and every day. 

 

Lance & Debbie Leighnor 

Owners, Leighnor Aircraft 

 


