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Fuel Surcharges Effective March 15th  
 

Leighnor Aircraft has been monitoring very closely the price of 

aviation fuel. The current price of aviation fuel and the volatility 

of fuel prices forces us to announce a fuel surcharge that will go 

into effect on Wednesday March 15th’s billing cycle. Since our 

last price increase in May of 2021, the cost of fuel has increased 

by $1.52 a gallon. To put that price change in perspective for the 

average Cessna 172, that’s a cost increase of $13.68 per hour of 

operation just in fuel. 

 

Sadly, this is not a new problem. Since early 2021, the price of all petroleum products has done 

nothing but increase and inflation is also at a 40-year high.  

 

Due to the fuel price increases and the volatility of the fuel market, Leighnor Aircraft must put a fuel 

surcharge in effect to continue to provide the quality service our customers expect. How this charge is 

going to work is on all billings, a fuel surcharge line item will be added for each aircraft for the exact 

same number of hours that were flown. This surcharge will be reviewed each Monday and any 

changes will be put in on Wednesday’s billing cycle. Should fuel prices fall below the baseline fuel cost 

of $5.35 (Prescott), this number will become negative and decrease the rental price of the aircraft.  

 

The new Beechcraft B55 Baron will have a baseline price of $5.98 that was set in February 2021, so its 

fuel surcharge will be less than our other aircraft. 

 

As Leighnor Aircraft buys a lot of fuel from Cutter Aviation, our fuel price is not the standard rate, we 

are charged the self-service price for full-service fuel. 

 

Cottonwood pilots will see a different fuel surcharge due to the price differences between 

Cottonwood and Prescott. To illustrate the difference, today's Cottonwood price is $5.75, and 

Prescott's price is $6.87. 

 

Should the volatility of the fuel prices market stabilize in the future, Leighnor Aircraft will set a new 

baseline rental price for all aircraft and remove the fuel surcharge.  

 

We believe the fuel surcharge is the fairest and most transparent way to handle the current Avgas 

price volatility situation. 

 

Fuel Surcharges for Prescott-based Aircraft: 

 

• N162BS, N60020, N60594 - $8.36 

• N35628, N6282D - $12.16 

• N402ER, N821ST, N4240T - $13.68 

• N92428 - $17.48 

• N4310W - $20.47 

 
(Continued on page 2) 
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Fuel Surcharges Effective March 15th (continued) 
 

Fuel Surcharges for Cottonwood-based Aircraft: 

 

• N226AM, N270L - $3.75 

• N7027F - $4.13 

• N3436R - $6.75 

 

Fuel prices will be checked each Monday and if adjustments are required, the adjustment will be 

made on Wednesday's billing cycle. The website will be updated with new surcharges as changes 

occur. 

 

Fuel surcharges are taxable services so sales tax will be calculated on the charge. 

 

Gate 274 INOP – Drive-thru Gate by D Hangars 
 
The airport has a big squawk on drive-thru gate 274 down by the D hangars 

that will not be fixed soon. Essentially the gate needs replacement as there is a 

broken loop under the asphalt, and the airport is planning on doing that work 

as part of the perimeter security project that will begin sometime this 

summer. 

 

If you need to use a drive-thru gate, please use gate 250 up by the Leighnor 

Aircraft headquarters building and be aware of aircraft traffic on the south 

ramp. The walk-thru gate by the D hangars, 274A is still functional. 

 

The perimeter security project will be of much further discussion as soon as everyone understands what the 

changes will be, particularly how those changes will impact the flight schools and aircraft rental companies. 

 

Standardized Checklists – Coming Soon! 
 

Many of our readers are probably unaware, but Leighnor Aircraft has been working 

with a consulting team from the business college at Embry-Riddle for at least the 

past four semesters. These teams have contributed a lot of value over that time 

and one of the big deliverables for this semester’s team is standardizing our 

checklists. 

 

The checklists we currently use for the aircraft are either the lists found in the POH 

or a third-party purchased list for that make and model of aircraft. The generic 

checklists have too many shortcomings to list here, but one big shortcoming is 

aircraft specific quirks – an example being the separate alternator field switch in 

the Piper. 

 

Our new checklists will be specifically for the aircraft. These lists will be available in 

digital copy on our website and a plasticized printed copy will be available at the 

office for a nominal charge for those pilots wanting their own copy. 

 

https://www.leighnoraircraft.com/amazon-shop/


  

 

Visit our Amazon web store: https://www.leighnoraircraft.com/amazon-shop/  

Follow Leighnor Aircraft on…      Facebook: leighnorair      Instagram: leighnoraircraftllc      

AeroNews 
March 2022 

3 

 

Aircraft Operational Notes 
 

• C-162 Skycatcher N162BS – still has Red X issues and we’re working to resolve.  

• A-22LS Foxbat N270L – working on resolving some charging system issues (again). 

• C-182 Skyland N92428 – replacing cylinder and altimeter, RTS later this week. 

• A-22LS Foxbat N836AM – radio failure, grounded pending investigation. 

 

Are You A Multi-Engine Student? 
 

And are unable to get in an airplane? Or an instructor? 

This is just a reminder that Leighnor Aircraft now has a 

very nice Beechcraft B55 Baron that is available NOW for 

multi-engine training or multi-engine instructor training.  

 

The Baron is a serious twin that requires good piloting 

skills to master. Training in an aircraft such as a Baron 

also gives you the experience necessary that makes 

stepping up to cabin-class twins a whole lot easier!  

 

Come check her out today! 

 

A Look Ahead 
 

One of the big things we haven’t talked much about is our tailwheel instruction program. We’re 

hoping to have the Aviat Husky sometime around the end of March or going into the month of April. 

We will have instructors certified for tailwheel instruction and will offer packages on the tailwheel 

endorsement. Look for an announcement as soon as we have a firm date of having the Husky under 

contract. 

 

There will be a Young Eagles rally in Cottonwood on either 4/23 or 4/30, depending on weather. If 

you’re a trained Young Eagles pilot, EAA chapter 952 probably needs your help! 

 

We are also looking to partner with Climb Credit, whch will allow financing for a professional pilot 

program. We will keep everyone posted on the availability of financing for flight training. 

 

For those in Prescott, you’ve probably wondered what the heck that other twin is down at the far end 

of the south ramp. She’s a 1960 Piper Aztec and there’s a story here. We’ll have a feature on her and 

her story next month. Just know for now that she’s a potential “project” and we hope to get her back 

airworthy after nearly two decades of neglect. 

 

Thank you for flying at Leighnor Aircraft! We sincerely appreciate your business! 

 

Lance & Debbie Leighnor 

Owners, Leighnor Aircraft 
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