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Yavapai College District Governing Board Approves Aviation 

Program Private Pilot Training Fees  
Classes are set to begin this fall semester  

 

Prescott, Arizonil (August 11, 2022) - The Yavapai College District 

Governing Board approved the proposed fee structure for the College's 

Private Pilot training, part of the Aviation Program.  

 

At a special meeting on Tuesday, the Board approved the College's 

request for fees, differential tuition, and other program costs, allowing 

classes to be offered this fall. YC will partner with Leighnor Aircraft to 

lease the Private Pilot training aircraft. Total costs for students will be 

approximately $14,388, comparable to many other nationwide 

programs.  

 

YC already offers FAA-approved training in instrument pilot, 

commercial single-engine, commercial multi-engine, commercial flight instructor, and commercial 

instrument flight instructor with its partner, NorthAire.  

 

The aviation industry needs an influx of trained pilots, and Yavapai College is equipped to train 

students in private and commercial pilot training in just two years.  

 

Classes for the Aviation Program are taught at the Prescott Airport and the Yavapai College Career 

and Technical Education Center in Prescott.  

 

For more information on the Yavapai College Aviation Program, visit www.yc.edu/aviation or contact 

Matthew Mintzmyer at matthew.mintzmyer@yc.edu.  

 

YC College Program Scheduling 
 

With the advent of the YC partnership, Leighnor Aircraft will have some scheduling changes that will 

occur over the fall semester as we ease into this program. N239K will be the aircraft primary to this 

program and initially will be dedicated to the college as the program starts.  

 

Cottonwood Operation Changes – Hangar #3 Going Away 
 

There are big changes coming to our Cottonwood operation and those changes will happen by 

October 1st, 2022.  What has changed is that our landlord has raised the hangar rent from $800 a 

month to $1,900 a month, effective 10/1/2022.  

 

This rent increase, while very likely a fair market value hangar rent for that space, is more than double 

the current rent and for Leighnor Aircraft, makes the Cottonwood location financially untenable to 

continue operations in that hangar. The original hangar rent was set with the idea to keep rental 

aircraft available in the Verde Valley. Obviously a different calculus now exists. 
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Leighnor Aircraft does have one available option for space in Cottonwood that was given to us on 

8/22 and we are exploring a second option. We have an offer from the city for space in the terminal 

and we are also talking with EAA Chapter 952 for space in the Community Aviation Hall. We are very 

optimistic that one of these two options can be made to work to keep airplanes flying in the Verde 

Valley.  

 

It is absolutely a business goal of Leighnor Aircraft to stay operational in Cottonwood.  

 

Unfortunately the airplanes won’t be hangared with either of these arrangements, but we are on the 

city hangar and shade wait list. Ideally N226AM will be able to get a shade structure in the near 

future. We are planning on returning N270L to Cottonwood when she gets repaired and both 

Aeroprakts in the short-term will be on the ramp until better shelter can be found. 

 

Aircraft Operational Notes 
 

Aircraft maintenance that’s in progress or forthcoming very shortly: 

• A-1 Husky N49372 – 100-hour inspection. 

• C-172 Skyhawk N35628 – 50-hour inspection. 

• C-182 Skylane N92428 – 50-hour inspection. 

• A-22LS Foxbat N270L – charging system problems continue. 

• A-22LS Foxbat N226AM – expecting gearbox return very shortly; hopefully back by 9/1. 

• A-22LS Foxbat N836AM – at Zulu Avionics for erratic RPM indicator. 

 

Operational Changes Will Roll Out in August and September 
 

The long anticipated changes will be rolling out this month and next. The aircraft folders are complete 

for most aircraft and will be implemented very shortly. We will be sending out a very detailed email 

on what’s in the folders as well as procedure changes. The big change here will be an aircraft data 

sheet that will allow pilots to acertain at a glance that an aircraft’s inspections and ADs have legally 

been complied with.  

 

The new checklists have been put together in a standardized format and will be printed on plasticized 

paper to ensure durability. We expect those checklists to be available before the end of the month. 

These new checklists will be available online for download and the office will have copies available for 

purchase at a cost to cover printing if anyone wants their own personal copy. 

 

I have to publically give a lot of credit to Dave Naftzger, Dan Knight and Jim Slaughter. All three of 

these guys spent significant time on this project to help improve Leighnor Aircraft and make us a 

better operation. Well done gentleman!! 

 

The new rental agreement is live now and the new forms in place on the website.  
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A Look Ahead 
 

As you can see, we’ve got a lot of changes and big things going on right now at Leighnor Aircraft. With 

the college contract and the Cottonwood changes, I’m sure we’ll be sending out some special 

announcements over the coming days and weeks.  

 

We are expecting a very busy fall with the college contract and other schools bringing in record 

numbers of new flight students, we are expecting the fall to get very busy. If both the college and our 

fall schedule is as busy as we think it may be, it’s likely we’ll be taking delivery of another S-model late 

in the year. 

 

We were able to convince Prescott Airport to open up an additional ramp space on the south ramp. 

There are now 10 parking spaces out there. We’ve moved the Aztec down to the end space – and if 

you haven’t seen the Facebook video on the first engine start in 19 years – it’s worth a look! 

 

We are expecting our 152 to come online within the next week or so as the work on her is finally just 

about done. She’ll be one the ramp when available. 

 

Thank you for flying at Leighnor Aircraft! We sincerely appreciate your business! 

 

Lance & Debbie Leighnor 

Owners, Leighnor Aircraft 
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